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NORTHFIELD,  VT. 

NEWS  JOB  PTHNT,  CENTRAL  BLOCK. 
18  8  1. 


Annual  Town  Meeting. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Northfield,  who  are  legal 
voters  in  Town  Meeting,  are  hereby  notified  to  meet  in  Concert 
Hall,  in  the  village  of  Northfield,  on  Tuesday,  the  first  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1881,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  for  the  following 
purpose  to  wit : — 

1st.    To  choose  a  Modertator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 

2d.    To  hear  and  act  upon  the  several  town  reports. 

3d.  To  elect  all  necessary  town  officers,  and  vote  for  Coun- 
ty Commissioner. 

4th.  To  raise  money  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
town  and  its  indebtedness.  j 

5th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  money  for  highway  pur- 
poses in  addition  to  the  legal  highway  tax. 

6th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  exempt  the  poll*  of  firemen 
from  taxation. 

7th.  To  see  if  the  toMrn  will  exempt  the  polls  of  Militia  from 
taxation. 

8th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  avail  itself  of  the  pro- 
vision of  an  act  entitled  an  act  relating  to  the  collection  of  taxes, 
approved  Dec.  23d,  1880,  being  No.  90,  of  the  act  of  1880. 

9th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  transfer  the  premises  owned  by 
William  McAuliff,  from  School  District  No.  11,  to  School 
District  No.  17,  also  the  premises  owned  by  Marshall  Hedges, 
from  No.  17,  to  No.  7. 

10th.    To  do  any  other  proper  business.  ♦ 
JAMES  MORSE,  ) 
R.  W.  CLARK,  [Selectmen. 
FRED  PARKER.  ) 
Northfield,  Vt.,  Feb.  10th,  1881. 


AUDITORS'  REPORT. 


The  Auditors  of  the  town  of  Noithfield,  in  pursuance  of  t  hen 
duty  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Overseer  of 
the  Poor,  Treasurer,  and  other  town  officers  for  the  year  ending 
Feb.  21,  and  find  them  to  be  correctly  rendered  and  accompanied 
with  proper  vouchers. 

The  whole  amount  of  orders  issued  by  the  Selectmen  for  the 
year  is  $10,785  00 

Of  which  there  has  been  paid  3664  69 


Leaving  amount  of  orders  for  the  year  unpaid 
which  embrace  the  following: 

No.  43  F.  S.  Kimball,       issued  May  28.  '80  $3  00 

50  E.  S.  Stebbins,         '*  June  17,  '80  1250  40 

62  Ann  Harrington        •*  Aug.  10,  '80  100  00 

64  M.  Eagan.  v  Aug.   9  '  80  300  00 

69  Betsey  Porter.          "  Aug.  30,  '80  350  00 

77  S.  P.  Grow.              "  Oct.  2,  '80  500  00 

104  Alonzo  Preston.       *•  Feb.  15, '81  152 

105  Moses  Robinson.      *•   <  Feb.  17,  '81  1000  00 

106  Moses  Robinson.  k-  -  187  85 
116  Daniel  Tyler,  "  Feb.  19. '81  3  00 
120  F.  W.  Gold,  «  '  ,  6  00 
122  Northtield  Savings  Bank  3418  60 


$7120  37 


$7120  37 

Old  orders  outstanding  in  Selectmen's  department : 
No.  25,  Roxanna  Nichols,  issued  March  29,  1879  $1100  00 

52,  M.  S.  Gilchrist,  May  20.  1879  214  14 

53.  -  u  u  73  84 
90,  Bridget  M.  Sullivan,  Feb.  5,  1879                200  00 

Interest  on  U.  S.  Deposit  407  33 

Claims  of  town  officers- for  services  during  year      382  73 


 $2378  04 

$9498  41 

ASSETTS. 

Due  on  F.  VV.  Gold's  receipt  of  July  1.  1879  $45  00 

July  1,  1880  567  97 

Amount  of  liquor  on  hand  482  03 

Barrels,  kegs,  etc.  34  25 

Cash  in  hands  of  agent  41  95 

Notes  due  town,  as  per  Treasurer's  report  179  00 

Cash  in  Treasury  76  33 

 $1426  53 

Excess  of  liabilities  over  assetts  $8071  88 

The  reports  of  the  several  town  officers  are  hereto  annexed,  to 
which  reference  is  respectfully  made. 

E.  S.  STEBBINS. 
J.  C.  B.  THAYER.  Y  Auditor 
Northfield,  Vt.,  Feb.  21,  1881.      C.  D.  WILLIAMS 


rs.  ) 

MR,  [ 
►IS,  ) 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  report  that  the  whole  amount  of 
orders  issued  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  21.  1881,  is    $10,785  06 
Of  which  there  were  issued  on  account  of  re- 
newal of  old  orders,  $6352  46 
On  account  of  money  loaned,  1189  12 
On  account  of  interest,  1026  67 
For  abatements  and  rebates  and  fees  for  collec- 
tion of  taxes  of  1878,  1879  and  1880,  652  18 
For  county  tax  in  1879.  69  60 
Errrors  in  taxes,                                               46  92 
Salaries  of  1879,      '                                         401  52 
Sheep  killed  by  dogs,  6  00 
Rent  of  Concert  Hall,                                          30  00 

  $9774  47 


Making  current  expenses  of  the  Selectmen's  depart- 
ment, $1010  59 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MORSE,  ") 

ROYAL  W.  CLARK ,  I  Selectmen* 

FRED  PARKER,  J 

Northtield,  Vt.,  Feb.  21 .  1881. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of  orders  drawn  by  the  Selectmen 
for  the  year  ending  Feb.  21,  1881 : 
No. 

1  James  Morse,  services  as  Selectman  in  1879 

2  Royal  W.  Clark, 

3  J.  H.  Ransom, 

4  C.  R.  Tilden,  services  as  Lister  in  1879. 

5  E.  C.  Fisk, 

6  Freeman  Thresher,     •  tk 

7  F.  A.  Preston,  services  as  Overseer  in  1879 

8  C.  S.  Richmond,  services  as  Treasurer  in  1879 

9  James  Morse,  clerk  of  abating  board 

10  James  Morse,  services  as  Text  Book  Committee  in  79 

11  Freeman  Thresher,  " 

12  Charles  Dole, 

13  O.  D.  Williams. 

14  W.  J.  Kidder, 

15  S.  F.  Sndd,  services  as  Auditor  in  1879 

16  E.  S.  Stebbins.  " 

17  O.  B.  B.  Denny,  recording  births  and  deaths,  and 

register  book 

i  s  I).  T.  Averill,  rent  of  Concert  Hall  for  agricultural 
meeting 

1!)  IJ.  S.  Olidden,  labor  Oil  high  way  in  1879 

20  S.  F.  .Judd,  rent  of  Concert  HMJ  to  Nov.  17,  1880 

21  Elijah  Kathan,  damages  on  highway 

22  J.  I\  Davis,  interest 'on  deposit  fund 


$75  64 
71  88 
17  75 
30  00 
26  25 
40  00 
73  75 
20  00 
12  50 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 

5  00 

25  10 

3  00 

4  G5 
30  00 

6  00 
107  33 
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23  Roxanna  Nichols,  interest  on  Order  No.  25  of 

March  29,  1879  55  00 

24  F.  S.  Willey,  stringers  and  labor  on  highway  9  25 
,  25  Vt.  Reform  School,  support  of  Geo.  Brown  6  36 

26  Dan  Guild,  plank  for  highway  in  1879  1  53 

27  William  Winch,  labor  on  highway  in  1879.  2  43 

28  Dan.  Briggs,                    -  4  50 

29  Freeman  Reed,                  a  2  50 

30  \V.  W.  Holden,  labor  and  plank  in  1879  8  75 

31  E.  F.  Kelley,  labor  on  highway  in  1879  4  33 

32  L.  C.  Harwood,             '   -;  15  55 

33  Chas.  E.  Reed,                  -  5  28 

34  C.  F.  Culver,  3  31 

35  C.  L.  Hayden.                   -  2  95 

36  Wallace  Fetch.                 "  3  00 

37  Seymour  Howes,              "  15  00 

38  Geo.  H.  Richmond,  printing  reports  and  warnings.-  17  25 

39  Lvman  Robinson,  damage  d#fie  on  highway  12  00 

40  Z."E.  Howe,  rebate  of  taxes  of  1879  5  22 

41  Philip  Hartley,  labor  on  highway  in  1879  10  12 

42  John  Hogan,  damage  to  laud  for  road  in  1878  4  00 

43  F.  S.  Kimball,  privelegesof  road  3  00 

44  Nfkl.  Savings  Bank,  money  loaned  for  the  town  290  13 

45  Geo.  M.  Fisk,  error  in  taxes  from  1870  to  1879  43  88 

46  E.  W.  Howe,  execution  in  State  case  16  00 

47  A.  L.  Williams,  labor  on  highway  5  00 

48  C.  W.  Newton,  stringers  and  labor  on  highway  '  9  OS 

49  Thomas  Elliott.                     u.                 1879  26  75 

50  E.  S.  Stebbins,  renewal  of  Order  No.  55.  of  Mav 

28.  1879— $1188  03  and  interest,  .$62  37  1250  40 

51  A.  L.  Williams,  abutment,  logp  and  plank  10  00 

52  Michael  Lynch,  labor  on  highway  in  1879  and  1880  6  62 

53  John  A.  Kent,  gravel  bank  for  highway  20  00 

54  Moses  L.  Field;  labor  on  highway  in  1879  and  "80  2  02 

55  Geo.  and  Frank  Corba.  land  damage  and  labor  18  50 

56  Northfield  Savings  Bank,  interest  on  money  loaned  58  67 

57  James  Morse,  expenses  in  ease  of  Mrs.  Ryan  5  75 

58  Fred  Parker,  stringers,  plank  and  labor  on  bridge  50  00 

59  R.  W.  Clark,  plank  and  labor  on  highwav  2  00 

60  F.  W.  Gold,  county  tax  69  60 

61  Vt.  Reform  School,  support  of  Ceo.  Brown  to  Aug.  1  6  50 

62  Ann  Harrington,  renewal  of  Order  No.  67,  Aug.  8,  '79     10!)  00 

63  Ann  Harrington,  interest  on                4*  5  00 

64  M.  Eagan.  renewal  of  Order  No.  71  of  1879  300  00 

65  M.  Eagan.  interest  on                  ••  15  00 

66  Wm.  M.  Smith,  privilege  of  road  across  land  5  00 

67  G.  B.  B.  Denny,  highway  tax  books  for  1880  ■>  00 

68  Chas.  Dutton,  labor  on  highway  LSI  50 

69  Betsey  Porter,  renewal  of  Order  No.  68  of  1878  850  00 

70  Betsey  Porter,  interest  on                -k  32  20 

71  Llopson  Barker,  damage  done  on  highway  20  00 

72  Wm.  McAuliff,  labor  on  highway  6  25 
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73  VVui.  S.  Hazen.  damage  to  water  pipe  on  highway  36  00 

74  Wallace  Felch.  building  bridge  34  00 

75  J.  P.  Davis,  to  carry  on  suit  of  ITogan  v  Town  5  00 
70  Edmund  Ryan,  stringers  and  work  on  bridge  21  44 

77  S.  P.  Grow,  renewal  of  Order  No.  00  of  1879  500  00 

78  S.  P.  Grow,  interest  on            ,  33  72 

79  Wm.  M.  Wilej^,  plank  for  highway  5  48 

80  G.  R.  Andrews,  building  guard  for  highway  6  50 

81  L.  L.  Putney,  timber  for  highway  5  00 

82  1).  Bacon,  damage  done  on  highway  3  45 

83  Geo.  H.  Richmond,  printing  cheek  lists  10  50 

84  E.  W.  Howe,  expense  in  taking  Mrs.  Ryan  to 

Brattleboro  15  00 

85  Wm.  E.  Dunsmoor,  plank  for  highway  3  72 
80  Vt.  Reform  School,  support  of  Geo.  Brown  to  Nov.  1       5  JT 

87  L.  Martyn,  insurance  on  town  farm  buildings  10  08 

88  Michael  Sploid,  damage  and  labor  on  highway  10  37 

89  EL  II.  Walling,  damage  to  land  for  highway  23  50 

90  D.  Bacon,  plank  for  highway  58  29 

91  Lewis  Rarwood,  building  bridge  33  52 

92  A.  E.  Denny  &  Co..  plank  for  highway  75  32 

93  Nfld.  Savings  Bank,  interest  on  money  loaned  80  30 

94  Win.  McAuliff.  labor  on  highway.  5  00 

95  O.  O.  Davis,  abatement  and  v  teres t  on  same  and 

balance  due  for  collecting  tax  of  1878  83  59 
90  O.  O.  Davis,  renewal  of  Orders  Nos.  113.  100.  33. 

13.  of  1878.  and  97,  28  of  1879.  $418  82.  int.  $59  23       478  05 

97  Fred  Parser,  labor  on  bridge  22  00 

98  Wilson  Tyler,  sheep  killed  bv  dogs  0  00 

99  F.  A.  Preston,  witnesses  in  Yarrington  case  7  64 

100  F.  A.  Preston,  expense  in  Uaniga.i  case  30  SO 

101  F.  A.  Preston,  expense  Mis.  Ryan  to  Bratfleboro  12  00 

102  Cnarl.-s  Dole,  plank  for  high  wa  y  7  18 

103  D.  i.  Averill.  timber  for  high  way  2  00 

104  Alonzo  Preston,  error  in  taxes  1  52 

105  Moses  Robinson,  renewal  of  Order  No.  75  1000  00 
100  Moses  Robinson,  interest  on  187  85 

107  R.  W.  (Mark,  expenses  in  suit  of  H.  Carpenter  v 

Town  of  Northfield  24  00 

108  Nelson  W.  Tyler,  labor  on  highway  in  1879  and  'SO  8  00 

109  C.  S.  Richmond,  balance  on  O.  <).  Davis's  s-ehnol 

tax  receipts  of  1877  and  '78  158  71 

110  F.  W.  <;  >i<i.  rebate  of  10  per  fcvnl  o.,  !:ix  bill  of  'SO 

$240  59  and  abatements  -13  32  on  -aiue  253  8*2 

111  F.  W.  (4oid.  fees  for  eollectii*gtax  of  1 879. .#103  55 

and  abatements  on  same  s45  01  148  50 

112  E.  Huntley,  frame  for  town  chart  3  85 

113  Nichols  &  Williams,  school  books,  stationery,  etc.  25  00 
II  I  Clifton  (Taggett.  to  fence  around  gravel  bank  2  42 
US  VV.  II.  Morris,  driving  hearse  and  repairs  43  53 

116  Daniel  Tyler,  labor  on  highway  in  1879  3  00. 

117  Uopson  Barker.^  taking  down  and  rebuilding fence 
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to  prevent  snow  drifts  5  00 

118  Isaac  Kathan.  abatement  of  taxes  2  28 

119  Geo.  Dole,  error  in  taxes  of  1880  1  52 

120  F.  W.  Gold,  summoning-  witnesses  before  Board 

of  Authority  to  correct  check  list  6  00 

121  James  X.  Johnson,  legal  services  rendered  43  66 

122  Nfld.  Savings  Bank,  renewal  of  Orders  No.  135  and 

136.  «2495  61.  balance  due  Savings  Bank  8898  99 

and  interest  824  3418  60 


810.785  06 


Oka 

TOWN  FARM  ACCOUNT. 


DEBIT. 

Value  of  farm  and  improvements  as  reported  Feb.  20, 


1880.  82500  00 

One  year's  interest  on  the  same  150  00 
Stock,  farming  tools,  furniture,  produce  provisions 

and  wood  900  0g 

Grocery  account  149  02 

Repairs  and  supplies  124  01 

Blacksmith  account  6  34 

Labor  account  in  full  Feb.  15.  "81-  250  85 

Medicine  account  4  06  • 


I  %f  5  3  •  $4084  36 


CREDIT. 

Value  of  farm  S2500  00 

House  furniture,  etc.  181|00 

Farming  utensils  139  30 

Wood  97g60 

Su^ar  utensils  44  50 

Produce  and  provisions  144  86 

Hay  and  grain  164  40 

Stock  on  farm  246  75 

Stock  and  produce  sold  122  67    83641  08 


Expense  af  supporting  poor  on  farm  8443  28 


The  following*  is  a  schedule  of  poor  persons  not  on  the  town 
farm  who  have  b<*en  helped  by  the  Overseer-  of  the  Poor  for  the 


year  ending  Feb.  21.  1881. 

James  Bruso  36  61 

Mrs.  Duffany  25  37 

Mary  Welch  25  00 

Mrs.  Byron  Hunt  10  95 

William  W.  Willey  and  family     *  37  50 

Francis  Yetter  57  70 

Mrs.  O'Neill  32  75 

James  Sprout  36  00 

Mrs.  Alyin  Smith  52  00 

Mrs.  Bell  ana  William  Wheeler  43  35 

Timothy  Harrigan  102  16 
A.  J.  Moulton,  for  support,  of  Wheeler  child  until  18 

years  old  50  50 

Samuel  Harwood  60  33 

Harriet  Staples  8  83 

Joseph  Veo  6  28 

Richard  Smith  1  40 

Joseph  Paschal  1  08 

George  Amidon  4  00 

E.  B.  Giidden  3  01 

Mary  Henry  28  50 

Annett  Hill  16  60 

Joseph  Derry  18  68 

George  Gamy  2  20 

George  Rich  17  65 

Samuel  Beeman  26  60 

Jason  Houghton  8  00 

George  Sun  4  72 

John  Jerome  102  07 

Miss.  Malamphy  .  26  00 

Amount  of  orders  for  medical  services  141  62 

.   John  L.  Harriman  2  34 

Transient  11  50 


$1003  28 

Whole  expense  of  the  poor  for  the  year  as  follows  : 
Expense  of  town  farm  $443  28 

Expense  of  poor  not  on  Farm  1003  28 

Overseer  55  days  68  75 


$1515  31 

F.  A.  PKF-STON.  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 
Northlieid.  Vt..  Feb.  21,  1881. 

This  day  settled  with  F.  A.  Pri^lon  Overseer,  of  t  he  poor  ;ind 
find  his  account  correctand  aeejuin'- mU'd  with  proper  vouchers. 

E.  S.  STKBIHNS,  ) 

J.  C.  B.  THAYEK,  [■Auditors, 

C.  D.  WILLIAMS,  J 


.-     ......  •;.  . 

SCHEDULE  OF  ORDERS  ISSUED  BY  THE  OVERSEER   OF    THE  POOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEB.  21,  1881. 


No.  1  F.  A.  Preston,  $200  00 

2  "  100  00 

3  u  100  00 

4  -  100  00 

5  "  100  00 

6  "                              f  100  00 

7  "  45  00  " 

8  "  155  00 

9  U  200  00 
10  "  314  89 


.§141-1  80 


SCHEDULE  OF  CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  TOWN  FOR  SERVICES  REN- 
DERED BY  CERTAIN  TOWN  OFFICERS. 


James  Morse,  Seclectman.  54  days 

50 

R.  W.  Clark.        *.*           41  days 

51 

25 

Fred  Parker         u           27i  days,  and  cash  paid  out 

35 

87 

C.  B.  Tildeii,  Lister.  32  day 

40 

00 

E.  O  Fisk.  Lister.  21  days 

26 

25 

E.  II .  Howes,  Lister,  8  day 

s. 

10 

00 

F.  A.  Preston,  Overseer  of  Poor,  55  days 

.  68 

75 

C  S.  Richmond,  Treasurer 

20 

00 

Luther  Rich,  abating  board  3  days 

i 

75 

D.  T.  Averill  " 

4  days 

5 

00 

John  M.  Dane 

1  day 

3 

I 

25 

8.  F.  Judd 

3 

75 

E.  H.  Howes 

2 

2 

50 

E.  C.  Fisk  u 

4 

37 

Chas.  Dole  " 

5 

6 

25 

M.  Cobleigh  u 
C.  A.  Tracy 

H 

3  12 

3 

12 

Ira  A.  Holton 

1 

v.." 

25 

William  Winch  " 

h 

63 

C.  B.  Tilden 

l 

i 

25 

Geo.  B.  B.  Denny  kk 

1 

i 

25 

W.  W.  Holden 

h 

8-2 

Ej  S.  Stebbins,  Auditor 

5 

00 

J.  C.  B.  Thayer  " 

5 

00 

C.  D.  Williams 

5 

00 

John  P.  Davis,  Town  Agent  2  years 

10 

.00 

7,3 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  or' the  several  town  officers  for 
personal  services  rendered  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  21st  188!  and 
find  them  correct,  E.  S.  STEBBINS.  ) 

J.  C.  B.  THAYER,  I  Auditors, 
D.  WILLIAMS,  J 
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LIQUOR"  agency. 

Amount  of  liquor  on  hand  Feb.  19,  1881  $482  03 

Barrels,  kegs  and  measures  34  25 

Cash  for  liquor©  sulci  1007  40 

Cash  for  barrels  and  kegs  16  50 


.$1540  24 


Amount  of  liquor  on  hand  Feb  17, 1880 
Barrels,  kegs,  etc. 
Salary,  freight,  etc. 
Liquors  bought 
Paid  Town  Treasurer 
Increase  in  barrels,  kegs,  etc. 
Cash  in  hands  of  agent 

$1577  43 

Decrease  in  stock         x.  37  19 

  $1540  24 

Of  confiscated  liquor  there  remans  7  gallons  Cherry  Rum. 

JAMES  MORSE,  1 

ROYAL  W.  CLARK,  [ Selectmen. 

FRED  PARKER,  J 

Northfield,  Vt.,  Feb.  19.  J881 


SURPLUS  FUND. 


The  Trustee  of  the  Surplus  Fund  would  report  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  Fund,  as  of  Mu  ch  1,  1880,  was  $6,788.84,  for  which 
amount  the  Trustee  holds  :i  n-jw  against  the  town.  The  amount 
of  interest  for  l\w  v.ai  ending  March  1,  1881,  will  be  $407.33. 

J.  P.  DAVIS,  Trustee. 

Northfield,  Vt.,  Feb.  21.  1881. 


TOWN  AGENT'S  REPORT. 


Your  Town  Agent  would  respectfully  report  that  the  suit  re- 
ferred to  in  the  report  of  1880 — Elijah  Kathan  v  Town  of  North- 
field — for  damages  on  highway,  was  settled  by  the  town  paying 
$5,  it  being  a  less  sum  than  the  town  could  defend  the  suit  for. 

The  suit  v  Michael  Lynch  was  settled  by  Mr.  Lynch  paying  the 
town  $40,  each  party  paying  their  own  costs. 

The  suit,  John  Hogan  v  Town  of  Northfield,  now  claiming  $500  ) 
damage,  was  carefully  prepared  and  ready  for  trial,  on  the  part  of 
the  town,  at  last  Sept.  term  of  court,  when  Plaintiff's  counsel  filed 
an  affidavit  on  which  the  case«was  put  by  for  that  term  and  is  now 
pending  at  the  March  term  of  Washington  county  court. 

JOHN  P.  DAVIS,  Town  Agent. 

Northfield,  Vt.,  Feb.  21,  1881. 
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MINISTERIAL^*  MONEY. 


The  amount  of  Ministerial  Money  in  the  Treasury  for  the  benefit 
of  the  several  religious  societies  in  town  is  $38  56.  and  the  division 


thereof  is  made  as  follows  : 

To  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  $7  71 

Protestant  Episcopal     **  7  71 

Congregational  *■*                                     7  71 

First  Restoration  *•                                          7  71 

Roman  Catholic  *•     *-                                    7  71 

Balance  undivided  01 


*38  56 

JAMES  MORSE.  ) 

ROYAL  W.  CLARK,  V Selectmen. 

FRED  PARKER.  J 

Northtield.  Vt..  Feb.  21.  1881. 


DIVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MONEY. 


DISTRICT.  ATTENDANCE.  AMOUNT. 

No.    1  1290   $36  70 

2  1395   37  47 

3  3702   54  50 

STorth Held  Graded  School. -/.3593V**     319  63 

5  2781  6   47  70 

7  24S2   45  49 

8  1226   36  22 

9                                    757   32  75 

10  1799   40  45 

11  1571  v   38  77 

Berlin  Joint                                268.   11  03 

13.  6275   73  49 

Roxburv.lt/nit                        1153   22  09 

15.                                   827   33  27 

16                                     534.  v_   31  11 

17   1466   38  09 

19.....  1332   36  99 

20.   821    33  23 

6o.tfl0  >968  98 

Given  under  our  hands  at  North iichi4Art..  March  26.  1880. 

JAMES  MORSE.  ) 

ROYAL  W.  CLARK.  [ Selectmeiu 

FREI}  PARKER.  ) 
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"TREASURES  REPORT. 


wm.  ■ 

-   !   L>;il;.  <\\<h  and  tax  receipts  in  treasury      $889  04 

Mar,  16,  Selectmen,  sale  of  cemetery  lots  15  00 

20,  A.  L.  S  ■  illey,  sale  of  cemetery  lot  7  26 
May  31,  Select  .  borrowed  f  >r  arhoo'l  290  13 
Aug. 19,  State       ts.*,  Savin^ftank  tax  502  15 

1881. 

r  'V.  1 :.  Town  Clerk.  Clog  liccffee*  101  60 

19,  Selectmen,  hay  on  cemetory        >  2  75 

21,  Town  Clerk,  town  Wm  >r-,  account  11  95 
21.  Liquor. Agency  75  00 
21  F.  W.  Gold's  r,  ceipt  2972  97 
21  Justieefl  ..f  $e  Peace  7  17 
21.  il  irrowed  of  Sm  vings'Bank  898  99 


MffEDIT. 

teVa  0m  $3670  42 

:rs  paid  1414  89 

ax  receipts,  in  iveafr*  689  30 


-$5774  61 


-65774  61 


receipt  of  July  1.  1879  $45  00 

.lulv  1.  [8  ■  )  567  97 
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 |689  30 


Voasur        ids  the  following  notes: 

jiicha      . rich ,  Feb .  2 ,  1881  840  00 

Hosen    :-i  Nathan  Wheeler,  May  1,  1880  75  00 

.      ■        »                 "  25  00 

fl      :•    .  m  :      May  1>18S0     ■  39  00 
Kespectlailv  subletted, 

C  S.  RICHMOND,  Town  Treas. 


TOWN  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


While  the  general  condition  of  tm  schools  of  the  town  has  not 
been  what  might  he  desired,  yet,  on  the  who!*?,  it  has  been  as  good 
as  'could  be  expected.  Nearly  ail  I  he  teachers  have  taught  .before, 
either  in  the  same  district,  or  other  JjgfcHcts  of  the  town,  and,  with 
two  or  three  exceptions,  have  done  good  work. 

Nothing  new  has  been  clone  in  tfa  -way  of  building  or  furnishing 
school  houses,  but  nearly  all  have  bqgu  kept  in  comfort;!!)!  yr<  pair. 
There  are  some  that  no  amount  of  Repairing  will  ever  hcifike  even 
decent.  One  of  these  has  been  often  mentioned.  I  could  not  help 
thinking,  while  visiting  that  school  this  winter,  it  is  too  bad  that 
children  are  compelled  to  sit  in  such  a  building  during  such  -weath- 
er as  much  as  we  are  having,  and  this  because  the  people  of  the 
district  cannot  agree  upon  a  spot  upon  which  to  locate.  Hay  we 
not  hope  that  this  district  will  fin&jpme  way  to  settle  the  matter 
of  location,  and  remove  that  whicitis  a  blot  upon  the  good  sense 
and  intelligence  of  the  district  and  town. 

The  efficiency  of  our  schools  depends  in  a  great  degree  upon  the 
parents  of  the  pupils.  If  they  would  have  good  schools,  they.-must 
unite  with  the  teachers  and  committee  for  the  niaintaiuaiiCe  of  those 
rules  which  the  good  of  the  school  demands.  To  my  mind  noth- 
is  more  injurious  than  the  frequent  absence  of  the  pupil  from 
school,  for  a  whole  or  part  of  the  session.  Parents  unthinkingly, 
it  seems  to  me,  make  a  great  mistake  when  they  often  permit  their 
children  to  stay  away  entirely,  or  if  they  go  at  all,  request  that 
they  may  be  excused  bi  fore  the  close  of  the  session.  The  Graded 
School  is  open  to  severe  criticism  in  this  respect.  The  Committee 
some  time  ago  voted  that  pupils  should  bring  a  written  request 
from  their  parents  every  time  they  wished  them  excused,  hoping 
that  it  would, break  up  a  practice  tl«g;  was  becoming  a  great  eyil. 
The  only  effect  seems  to  have  been  to  greatly  multiply  the  num- 
ber of  excuses,  inanj"  of  the  pupils  bringing  them  regularly  every 
day.  I  have,  often  been  into  rooms  at  the  middle  of  the  session  to 
rind  more  than  half  of  the  number  gone,  and  I  think  school  lias 
often  closed  in  some  rooms  with  less  Jhan  one  quarter  of  those  on 
the  roll  present.  This  practice  lias  wmn  carried  to  such  an  ex  re  at 
as  to  be  demoralizing  and  injurious  in  the  extreme.  For  this  the 
parents  are  greatly  to.  blame.  While  I  do  not,  and  never  did  ap- 
prove of  keeping  small  children  in  the  school  room  six  hours  a  day, 
those  upwards  of  twelve  years  may  be  kept  in  through  the  day,  with 
decided  advantage.  I  understand  that  the  committee  have  taken 
steps  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  [  trust  the  public  sentiment  of  tlie 
district  will  sustain  them  in  their  efforts.  There  is  I  think  no  ques- 
tion as  to  their  legal  rights  to  regulate  all  such  matters,  hut  all 
rules  for  school  government  are  far  m**re  useful  when  heartily  sus- 
tained by  public  sentiment. 

The  efficiency  of  schools  also,  largvTy  depends  upon  the  pi 
tial  committee.  This  is  true  in  all  districts,  and  care  should  he  taken 
to  select  such  men  for  the  office,  as  will  give  the  same  attention  to 
is  as  they  would  were  it  their  own  pvtvate  business.    This  means 
something  more,  than   hiring  a  teaener,  and  looking  after  other 
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financial  matters  pertaining  to  ?  be  school.  Every  committee  should 
visit  the  schools  under  his  charge  several  times  each  term.  It 
is  a  duty,  and  a  moral  obligation  rests  upon  each  committee-man  to 
do  it. 

To  have  good  schools,  there  must  be  good  teachers,  and  a  good 
teacher  of  any  experience  cannot  be  had  for  a  dollar  and  a  half 
per  week.  To  sustain  a  first-class  school  is.  I  know,  a  heavy  bur- 
den upon  some  of  the  smaU-  districts.  This  dfficulty  can  often 
be  overcome  by  districts  u retting  for  the  whole  or  a  part  of  each 
year.  As  the  law  now  is,  a  district,  though  its  prudential  commit- 
tee may  by  a  two-thirds  vote  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose, 
arrange  for  sending  its  legal  scholars  to  a  neighboring  district ; 
and  it  may  also  pay  a  reasonable  sum  for  the  transportation  of 
such  scholars  to  and  from  the  school.  See  No.  94,  of  the  public  Acts 
of  1880.  I  find  by  consulting  the  registers  of  some  of  the  back  dis- 
tricts, that  the  average  cost  jgf  schools  for  twenty-four  weeks  is  not 
far  from  $150  per  year.  ThilTin  a  district  of  twelve  scholars  and 
some  haye  less  than  that,  makes  the  average  cost  per  scholar  $12.50 
per  year,  or  $ 6.25  per  term  of  twelve  weeks.  Now  if  such  districts 
would  pay  a  neighboring  school  the  same  amount  of  money  less 
the  cost  of  carrying  the  pupils  to  and  from  school,  under  the  stip- 
ulation that  none  but  a  first  class  teacher  should  be  employed,  it 
seems  to  me  all  parties  would  be  benefited.  When  rightly  situated 
three  districts  might  combine  to  form  one  school.  A  school  sup- 
ported in  this  way  is  held  to  be  such  a  school  as  is  required  by 
law,  and  a  district  thus  supporting  a  school  may  assess  taxes  and 
draw  public  money  the  same  as  if  the  school  was  held  in  the  dis- 
trict. 

Every  district  in  town  has  had  a  school  for  the  twenty  weeks 
required  by  law  to  draw  tin*  public  money.  A  few  have  had  only 
twenty  weeks,  most  have  hadktwenty-four,  while  the  graded  school 
has  had  its  usual  thirty-five  weeks  of  school .  It  seems  to  me  that 
every  district  should  have  at  least  twenty-four  weeks  of  school,  in- 
deed thirty  weeks  are  none  to  many,  ten  in  summer  and  twenty  in 
fall  and  winter. 

One  thing  more,  the  districts  outside  the  graded  school  need 
more  black-board  room,  and  most  of  them  wall  maps.  The  ex- 
pense is  not  great,  while  they  would  prove  of  great  value  to  the 
schools.  Cannot  so  much  be  done  in  the  way  of  improvement  the 
coming  year? 

CHARLES  DOLE, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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ANNUAL  REPOET8 


OF  THE 


OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  NORTHFIELD 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  25,  1882. 


NORTHFIELD,  VERMONT: 
BICHMONDS'  STEAM  PRINTING  HOUSK. 

1  882. 


A_nmial  Town  Meeting;. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Northfield  who  are  legal  voters 
in  Town  Meeting  are  hereby  notified  to  meet  at  Concert  Hall,  in 
the  village  of  Northfiald,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  March,  A, 
D.,  1882,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  for  the  following  purposes:  to  wit: 

1st.    To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 

2d.    To  hear  and  act  upon  the  several  Town  Reports. 

3d.  To  elect  all  necessary  town  officers  and  vote  for  County 
Commissioner. 

4th.  To  raise  money  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
town  and  its  indebtedness. 

5th.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  money  for  highway  pur- 
poses in  addition  to  the  legal  highway  tax. 

6th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  exempt  the  polls  of  firemen  from 
taxation. 

7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  exempt  the  polls  of  militia  from 
taxation. 

8th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  transfer  the  Dremises  owned  by 
Michael  Sploid  from  School  Dist.  No.  11  to  School  Dist.  No.  17. 

9th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  exempt  from  taxation  for  ten 
years  any  or  all  manufacturing  establishments  that  may  hereaf- 
ter be  located  in  town. 

10th.    To  do  any  other  proper  business. 


Northfield.  Vt.,  Feb.  20,  1882. 


AUDITORS'  REPORT. 


The  Auditors  of  the  town  of  Northfield  in  pursuance  of  their 
duty  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen.  Overseer  of  the 
Poor,  the  Treasurer,  and  other  town  officers,  for  the  year  ending 
Feb.  25, 1882,  and  find  them  to  he  correctly  rendered,  mid  those  of 
the  Treasurer  accompanied  with  proper  vouchers. 

The  whole  amount  of  orders  issued  by  the  Selectmen  for  the 
year  is  .$13,280  42 

Of  which  there  has  been  paid  5.909  08 


Leaving'  amount  for  the  year  unpaid  $7,371  34 

which  embrace  the  following: 

No.   44  Bridget  M.  Sullivan,  issued  Mav  10.  '81  $200  00 

82E.  S.  Stebbins.  Feb.  10,  "82  1,355  59 

101  Northfield  Savings  Bk.  "     Feb.  22.  "82  5.806  04 

102  »  -  "  0  71 


>*7.37i  34 

Old  orders  outstanding  in  Selectmen's  department: 
No.  62,  Ann  Harrington,  issued  Aug.  10.  '80    #100  00 
64,  M.Eagan,  "      Aug.   9,  "80      300  00 

69.  Betsey  Porter,  "  Aug.  30,  '80  350  00 
77,  S.  P.  Grow,  *;      Oct.    6,  '80      500  00 

Interest  on  U.  S.  Deposit.  342.03 
Claims  of  Town  Officers  during  the  year  506  964 


!,099  59. \ 


19,470  93^- 


ASSETTS. 

Due  on  F.  W.  Gold's  receipt  of  July.  1879  830  00 

u                        *   1880  267  97 

1881  392  73 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  79  34 

Amount  of  liquor  on  nand  422  57 

Barrels,  kegs,  ete.  32  30 

Notes  due  town  as  per  Treasurer's  report  147  14 


sum  05 


Excess  of  liabilities  over  asserts  $8,098  884 

To  assets  may  be  added  value  of  farm,  etc* 

Tlie  reports  of  the  several  town  officers  are  hereunto  annexed,  to 
which  reference  is  respectfully  made. 

J.  C.  B.  THAYER,  )   .  ... 
F,  s.  STEBBINS,  j 

Xorthfield.  Vt.,  Feb.  25.  1882. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  report  that  the  whole  amount  of 
orders  issued  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  25,  is  $13,280  42 
Of  which  there  were  issued  on  account  of  re- 
newal of  old  orders,  $5969  00 
On  account  of  money  loaned,  3082  93 
On  account  of  interest,  999  72 
On  account  of  decrease  in  U.  S.  Deposit  Fund,  1192  26 
On  abatements,  rebates  and  fees  for  collecting 

taxes  of  1880,  395  33 

Salaries  of  1880.  382  73 

County  tax,  72  40 

Errors  in  taxes,  15  23 

Sheep  killed  by  dogs,  4  00 

Rent  of  Concert  Hall,  30  00 


$12143  60 

Making  current  expenses  of  Selectmen's  depart- 
ment. $1136  82 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MORSE, 
ROYAL  W.  CLARK,  ]■  Selectmen. 
FRED  PARKER, 
Northtield,  Vt.,  Feb.  25,  1882. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of  orders  drawn  by  the  Selectmen 
for  the  year  ending  Feb.  25,  1882 : 

No. 

1  James  Morse,  services  as  Selectman  in  1880  $67  50 

2  R.  W.  Clark,                       "  51  25 

3  Fred  Parker  55  87 

4  C.  B.  Tilden,  services  as  Lister  in  1880  40  00 

5  E.  C.  Fisk                    "  26  25 

6  E.  H.  Howes,               "  10  00 

7  F.  A.  Preston,  services  as  Overseer  in  1880  68  75 

8  C.  S.  Richmond,  services  aa  Treasurer  in  1880  20  00 

9  James  Morse,  services  of  Abating  Board  38  11 

10  E.  S.  Stebbins,  services  as  Auditor  in  1880  5  00 

11  J.  C.  B.  Thayer,                  •<  5  00 

12  C.  D.  Williams,                  "  5  00 

13  J.  P.  Davis,  services  as  Town  Agent  two  years  10  00 

14  S.  P.  Orcutt,  damage  to  plow  on  highway  5  00 

15  R.  W.  Clark,  damage  to  scraper  on  highway  5  00 

16  J.  P.  Davis,  cash  paid  for  Hogan  suit  126  39 

17  J.  P.  Davis,  account  of  decrease  in  U.  S.  Deposit  Fund  1,192  26 

18  J,  P.  Davis,  interest  on  U.  S.  Deposit  Fund  407  33 

19  Geo.  B.  B.  Denny,  recording  births  and  deaths  and 

making  copies  20  40 

20  Geo.  H.  Richmond,  printing  town  reports  and  warnings    17  00 

21  Northlield  Savings  Bank,  renewal  of  order  No.  25 

of  March  29, 1879  1,100  00 
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2  !  NorthSeld  Saving?  Bank,  interest  on  order  No.  25 

of  March  29,  1879.  to  date  55  46 

23  Frank  Plnmley.  legal  services  in  case  of  Deny  v  Lynch    42  25 

24  S.  F.  Jndd.  rent  of  Concert  Hall  to  Nov.  1,  1881  30  00 

25  E.  K.  Dewey,  plank  for  highway  10  08 

26  M.  Derby,                  "  6  33 

27  Samuel  Andrews,  labor  on  highway  3  75 

28  G-o.  H.  Fisher,               "  1  33 

29  Timothy  Holland,  sheep  killed  by  dogs  in  1880  4  00 

30  Horace  Mahuron,  labor  on  highway  in  1880-1  27  90 

31  Phillip  Hartley,  labor  021  highway  in  1880  32  75 
32*  Howard  Davis,                 "  15  60 

33  C.  L.  Hayden,  13  50 

34  Eugene  Carpenter,             "  2  00 

35  A.  L.  Williams,  labor  and  planning  for  highway  9  42 

36  L.  C.  liar  wood,  labor  and  building  bridge"  21  68 

37  Wallace  Felch.  labor  on  highway  in  1880  10  00 

38  W.  M.  Wiley,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  11  00 

39  Chandler  F/Culver,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  28  00 

40  Rodger  Donahue,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  and  1881  6  00 

41  F.  W.  Gold,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  and  1881  8  00 

42  Ciias.  E.  Reed.                  "                  "  21  13 

43  Walter  Reed.                     '*                  11  7  50 

44  Bridget   M.  Sullivan,  renewal  of  Order  No.  90.  of  '79  200  00 

45  Bridget  M.  Sullivan.  Interest  on  order  No.  90  to  date       12  98 

46  Geo.  B.  B.  Denny,  to  pay  Public  Money  319  63 

47  D.  A.  Farnham,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  and  1881  6  61 

48  F.  W.  Gold,  to  pay  County  Tax  of  1880  72  40 

49  Wm.  Abeam,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  and  1881  3  70 

50  Abel  S.  Williams,  error  in  Taxes  1  80 

51  F.  C.  Wiley,  error  in  Taxes  1  40 

52  Michael  Lynch,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  17  86 

53  Michael  Collins,  labor  oh  highway  in  1880  5  00 

54  Nelson  Tyler,                   k,r  10  87 

55  Patrick  Duggan                -  6  00 

56  H.  D.  Bean,  repairing  foot  bridge  25  87 

57  C.  T.  Culver,  labor  on  highway  in  1881  6  25 

58  W.  H.  Morris,  repairs  on  hearse  25  00 

59  A.  L.  Williams,  plank  for  highway  10  80 

60  Geo.  M.  Fisk.  legal  services  50  00 

61  Ann  Harrington,  interest  on  Order  No.  62.  of  1880  5  00 

62  Maurace  Eagan,  interest  on  Order  No.  64.  of  1S80  15  00 

63  Dr.  P.  D.  Bradford,  expenses  of  J.  Jerome,  to 

Burlington  14  25 

64  Nelson  Hassam,  building  bridge,  near  C.  Farnsworth's    105  00 

65  J.  M.  Dana,  damage,  for  highway  75  00 

66  John  Henry,  labor  on  highway  in  1881  20  00 

67  S.  P.  Grow,  interest  on  Order  No.  77,  of  1880  25  00 

68  Geo.  F.  Glidden,  plank  and  timber  for  highway  10  25 

69  Northtield  Savings  Bank,  money  to  carry  on  Hogan 

suit.  vs.  Town  249  47 
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♦        70*  Abel  Williams,  error,  in  Taxes  of  1880  1  50 

71  Lester  Martin,  insurance  on  town  farm  buildings,  9  04 

72  Henry  H.  Davis,  logs  and  plank  for  highway  20  79 

73  Michael  Lynch,  plank  for  highway  22  70 

74  Northfield  Savings  Bank,  interest  on  money  loaned  241  00 

75  Win.  M.  Davis,  building  fence  on  road  west  cemetery  27  50 

76  Michael  Lynch,  labor  on  highway  in  1880-1  15  00 

77  Frank  Orba.                     kt  12  00 

78  Lewis  Stevens,  damage  done  to  plow  on  highway  5  00 

79  Phillip  Hartley,  labor  and  plank  4  95 
SO  H.  If.  Brown  &  Co.,  plank  for  highway  47  49 

81  J.  C.  Gallup,  building  bridge  on  Hoi  brook  mountain  25  00 

82  E.  S.  Stebbins.  renewal  of  order  No.  50  of  June  17, 

1880,  $1250  40  and  interest  $105  19  1.355  59 

83  F.  W.  Gold,  fees  for  collecting  tax  of  1880  and 

abatements  on  tax  bills  of  79,  '80  and  '81  161  24 

84  Geo.  B.  B.  Denny,  record  books,  footing  grand  list 

and  abatement  of  taxes  on  bill  of  1881  62  57 

85  H.  B.  Briggs.  error  in  taxes  of  1880  1  40 

86  D.  T.  Averill.  timber  to  repair  bridge  2  00 

87  Plumley  &  Bates,  legal  services  9  60 

88  A.  K.  Rice,  plank  and  stone  for  highway  2  71 

89  Charles  Dole,  earorin  taxes  of  1881      V  3  86 

90  E.  G.  Sanborn,               "  6  67 

91  VV.  H.  Morris,  driving  hearse,  repairs  on  same  and 

damage  to  wagon  done  in  1880  65  00 

92  Lorenzo  Phelps,  timber  for  highway  5  00 

93  Timothv  Glennon,  damage  to  sled  ii)  1880  2  00 

94  Geo.  B.*B.  Denny,  abatements  on  tax  bill  of  1881 

$9  64  and  rebate  of  4  per  cent  $212  14  221  78 

95  Geo.  Nichols,  blank  books  2  30 

96  Dan  Guild,  plank  for  highway  3  66 

97  John  Plastridge,  labor  on  highway  in  1880  2  00 

98  Geo.  B.  B.  Denny, interest  on  orders  Nos.  52  and  53 

of  1879  and  105  and  106  of  1881  83  92 

99  Geo.  F.  Glidden.  plank  and  building  bridge  22  47 

100  Geo.  M.  Fisk,  legal  services  100  00 

101  Northfiekl  Savings  Bank,  renewal  of  order  No.  122 

of  Feb.  21.  1881.  $3,418  60  and  money 

loaned  $2,387  44  5,806  04 

102  Northfiidd  Savings  Bank,  renewal  of  orders  Nos. 

88,  92  and  97  of  1882  9  71 


$13,280  42 
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TOWN  FARM  AND  OVERSEER'S  ACCOUNT. 


CREDIT 

Value  of  farm  and  improvements  as  reported  Feb.  25, 


1882.  $2500  00 

House  Furniture  207  33 

Farming  tools  150  80 

Wood  87  16 

Sugar  utensils  44  50 

Produce  and  provisions  185  42 

Hay  and  grain  1 79  00 

Stock  on  farm  282  60 


Total  as  appraised  by  Selectmen  $3,636  81 

Invoice  as  per  report  Feb.  21,  1881  3,518  41 


Increase  of  farm  and  products  $118  40 

DEBIT 

Groceries  furnished  to  the  town  farm            $158  19 

Repairs  and  supplies  101  81 

Blacksmith  3  21 

Labor  account  252  50 

Medicine  account  35  06 


550  77 

Amount  sold  from  farm  110  98 

Expense  of  supporting  poor  on  farm  $439  79 

The  following  is  a  schedule  of  poor  persons  not  on  the  town 
farm  who  have  been  helped  by  the  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  the 
year  ending  Feb.  25,  1882. 

Mrs.  Bell  $57  35 

Harriet  Staples  13  71 

Jason  Houghton  27  32 

George  Sun    2  36 

Joseph  Paschal  5  23 

George  Rich  62  04 

Francis  Yetter  38  95 

John  Harrimi.n  4  18 

Joseph  LaClair  5  00 

Mrs.  Nancy  Hunt  10  51 

Edmund  Glidden  3  50 

Luther  Knapp  9  50 

Mrs.  O'Neil   42  22 

Mary  Henry  52  00 

Lucy  Wakefield""  2  10 

Mrs.  Moses  Miller   6  50 

James  Sprout  ,...38  88 
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Tim  Harrigan  •  102  00 

Mrs.  Gorman  15  78 

Lydia  Kinney  39  19 

Mrs.  Alvin  Smith  22  00 

George  Gamy  3  07 

Mrs.  Crane  16  70 

Samuel  Harwood  60  20 

Oliver  Bruso  7  32 

Eli  Veo  3  55 

Margaret  Malamphy  26  00 

John  Jerome  153  72 

Joseph  Derry  114  11 

Transient  20  50 

Medical  Services  112  90 

Probate  fees  6  48 


$1084  87 

Expense  of  town  farm  439  79 


Order  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  1524  66 

Overseer  56£  days  70  62 


Total  expense  for  support  of  the  poor  for  the  year  $1595  28 


To  which  may  be  added  balance  of  interest  on  farm  etc. 

FRANK  A.  PRESTON,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 
Eorthfield,  Vt,,  Feb.  25,  1882. 


This  day  settled  with  the  Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  find  his  ac- 
eounts  properly  vouched  for  and  balanced. 

J.  C.  B.THAYER,  V  Auditor8 
E.  S.  STEBBINS,     f  Aimit01*- 

Korthfield,  Vt.,  Feb.  25,  1882. 


SCHEDULE  OF  CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  TOWN   FOK  SERVICES  REN- 
DERED BY  CERTAIN  OFFICERS. 


James  Morse,  Selectman,  56  days  and  cash  paid  out  #72  18 

R.  W.  Clark,         "         48£  days  60  62* 

Fred  Parker,         kl         37  days  and  cash  paid  ik  50  00 

J.  C.  Gallup,  Lister,  45  days  and  expenses  57  30 

I.  A.  Holton,     k<     42               "  52  50 

A.  Doty,           «     32               »*  41  25 

F.  A.  Preston,  Overseer  of  Poor,  56£  days  70  62 

G.  B.  B.  Denny,  Treasurer  20  00 

lt            work  for  f Jsters.  as  per  vote  of  town  20  00 
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Chas.  Dole,  abating  board  &  day,  1  day  on  Edson  case  1  88 

0.  D.  Edgerton.      "  h  day,  1£  "                       2  50 

1.  A.  Holton.           "  1  day,  U  M                       3  12 

D.  T.  Averill,  44  .  1  day,  1  2  50 
G.  B.  Loomis.  44  1  ^  1  25 
W.  W.  Holden,  44  1  "  1  25 
C.  A.  Tracy,  44  1  a  1  25 
G.  B.  B.  Denny,  44  h  day  62 
J.  C.  Gallup            44  h  day  62 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Auditor  5  days  6  25 
J.  C.  B.  Thayer,  5  days  6  25 
J.  P.  Davis,  Town  Agent  35  00 


$506  96i 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  several  town  officers  for 
personal  services  rendered  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  25,  1882,  and 
find  them  correct. 

J.  C.  B.  THAYER,   )  .  AU 
E.  S.  STEBBINS,      \  Audltors- 


LIQUOR  AGENCY. 


CD.  Williams,  Agent. 


Amount  of  liquor  on  hand  Feb.  19,  1881  $182  03 

Amount  of  barrels  and  kegs        ,4  34  25 

Cash  on  hand  as  per  report  41  95 


$558  23 

Bills  paid  by  town  624  55 


$1182  78 

Amount  of  liquors  on  hand  Nov.  16, 1881  $482  45 
Amount  of  barrels  and  kegs         k4  30  30 

Cash  of  agent  300  00 

Net  loss  to  town  370  03 


$1182  78 

Agent  received  for  gales  $704  06 

barrels  and  kegs  12  75 


$716  81 


Liquors  bought  by  agent  $490  75 

Salary  and  freight  91  55 

  $582  30 


Gain  on  Sales 
Net  loss  to  town 


$134  51 
370  03 


and  profits 


A.  A.  Preston,  Agent 


$504  54 


Amount  on  hand  Nov.  16,  1881 
Barrels,  kegs.  etc. 
Liquors  bought 
Salary  and  Freight 


Amount  on  hand  Feb.  22,  1882 
Barrels,  kegs,  etc. 
Cash  received  of  agent 


Net  profit 


0422  57 
32  30 
214  82 

8669  69 


JAMES  MORSE,  ) 

ROYAL  W.  CLARK,  [ 

FRED  PARKER,  ) 
Northfield,  Vt..  Feb.  25,  1882. 


$482  45 
30  30 
104  88 
43  46 

$661-  09 


#8  60 
8669  69 
Selectmen. 


SURPLUS  FUND. 


The  Trusstee  of  the  Surplus  Fund  would  report : 
That  the  Surplus  Fund  as  reported  in  all  previous  reports 
would  amount  to  $6788  84 

Refunded  March  26.  1881,  by  reason  of  decrease 

in  population  by  census  of  1880  1192  26 


Amt.  of  Fund  would  be  as  before  reported  $5596  58 

Addition  to  the  Fund  not  before  reported  113  95 


True  amount  now  allotted  to  Northfield 


$5710  53 
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The  foregoing  statement  shows  the  exact  amount  held  by  the 
Trustee  for  the  Town  as  shown  by  the  State  Treasurer's  books. 

For  the  above  named  sum  of  $5,710.53.  the  Trustee  holds  a 
note  vs.  the  town. 

The  whole  amount  of  interest  to  be  derived  from  the  Surplus  Fund 
for  the  benefit  of  common  Schools  for  the  vear  ending  March  1 , 
1882,  will  be  8342,63. 

The  Trustee  on  paying  back  the  SI  192.26,  found  by  an  exam- 
ination of  the  State  Treasurer  books,  that  his  books  show  that 
there  is  8113.95,  in  the  State  Treasury  belonging  to  Xorthfield. 
that  has  not  been  reported  for  more  than  thirty  years.  This 
does  not  make  any  gain  or  loss  to  Xorthfield.  The  only  differ- 
ence is  the  Town  has  not  paid  the  interest  on  the  8113.53.  con- 
sequently that  amount  of  interest  has  not  been  drawn  from  the 
Town  Treasury. 

The  State  Treasurer  examined  his  book  and  found  that  the 
same  difference  has  existed  for  more  than  thirty  years,  how 
the  difference  first  occurred  we  were  unable  to  learn,  as  the  Town 
Reports  were  not  printed  previous  to  1858,  neither  do  the  Town 
Records  show,  and  the  old  set  of  State  Treasurer's  books  are 
burned.  I  herewith  subjoin  an  official  statement  from  John  A. 
Page.  State  Treasurer. 

JOHN  P.  DAVIS,  Trustee. 

Xorthfield.  Vt.,  Feb.  24.  1882. 


COPY  OF  STATEMENT. 


By  the  distiibution  of  U.  S.  Surplus  Fund  there  was  allotted 

to  Xorthfield  in  1852,  by  the  census  of  1850  86232  62 

In  1860  gain  to  Xorthfield  '         2959  68 

Amount  held  by  Xorthfield  by  census  of  1860  89192  30 

1871  loss  to  Xorthfield  by  census  of  1870  2289  51 

Amount  held  by              "              1870  86902  79 

1881  loss  to  Xorthfield  bv  census  of  1*80  1192  06 


Amount  now  held  by  Xorthfield  $5710  53 

J.  A.  PAGE,  State  Treasurer. 
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TOWN  AGENT'S  REPORT. 


Your  Town  Agent  would  respectfully  report  that  there  are  no 
suits  now  pending  in  favor  of  or  against  the  town  except  the  Ho- 
gan  suit  which  was  tried  at  the  last  Sept.  term  of  county  court 
and  resulted  in  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Town  to  recover  their  costs, 
Hogan's  council  took  exceptions  to  the  ruling  of  the  court  and 
the  case  is  now  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  at 
Moutpelier  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  August,  next. 

JOHN  P.  DAVIS,  Town  Agent. 
Northfield,  Vt%Feb.  24,  1882. 


MINISTERIAL  MONEY. 


The  amouut  of  Ministerial  Monay  in  the  Treasury  for  the 
benefit  of  the  several  religious  societies  in  town  is  $38  57.  and 
the  division  thereof  is  made  as  follows  : 


To  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  $7  71 

Protestant  Episcopal  Society  7  71 

Congregational  Society  ,             7  71 

First  Restoration  Society  7  71 

Roman  Catholic  Society  7  71 

Balance  undivided  02 


$38  57 

JAMES  MORSE,  ) 
ROYAL  W.  CLARK,  >  Selectmen. 
FRED  PARKER,  ) 
Northfield,  Vt.,  Feb.  21,  1881. 
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DIVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MONEY. 


DISTRICT.  ATTENDANCE.  AMOUNT. 

No.    1   1389  $  36  26 

2                                  1281   35  44 

3                                  2951   48  13 

Northfielcl  Graded  School... 34525   313  70 

5                                 1897   40  12 

6                                  547   29  85 

7                                  1822   39  55 

8                                1294.;   35  54 

9                                1444  .  36  68 

10                                  1335.   35  85 

11                                  1400   36  35 

12  Berlin  Joint                255   10  39 

.  13                                6681..   76  48 

14  Roxbury                    934   19  80 

15                                 1262   36  30 

16                                   584     30  15 

17                                1538  t   37  39 

19                                  1451   36  73 

20                                  1237   35  11 


63,827  #969  92 

Given  under  our  hands  this  25th  day  of  March  A.  D.  1881. 

JAMES  MORSE,  ) 

ROYAL  W.  CLARK,    V  Selectmen. 

FRED  PARKER,  ) 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


DEBIT. 

1881 

Feb.   21  Bal.  cash  and  tax  receipts  in  treasury  $689  30 

April  30  Selectmen,  sale  of  cemetery  lot              15  00 

May  27  Selectmen  borrowed  for  school            319  63 

June  16  Received  on  Michael  Lynch  note            17  86 

Aug.  16  "      State  Treas.  Sav.  Bank  tax     629  60 

Oct.     3  "      Justice  of  the  Peace                 5  00 

Nov.  16  u      J.  Gregory  est.,  history  acc.     15  00 

Dec.    9  u      of  Selectmen  hay  on  cemetery    2  75 

10  ,;      Town  Clerk,  dog  licenses      '  101  60 

1882 

Feb.     1  *»      Town  Tax,  of  1881  list          5301  28 

14  kl      Selectmen,  sale  cemetery  lot    15  00 


H 

Feb.   20    Received  F.  W.  Gold,  receipt  of  1880     300  00 
20         "  "  -  1881     200  00 

22  "  "  "  1879       15  00 

23  k-  Town  Clerk  history  acct.  5  40 
23                 Borrowed  of  Savings  Bank    2088  86 

 $9721  28 

CREDIT. 

1881 

Sept.    3    By  paid  int.  on  Betsey  Porter,  order       17  50 
Dec.   24         ,k     Justice  of  the  Peace,  order       10  65 
1882. 

Feb.   23  Selectmen's  order  7.308  43 

23         ik     Overseer's       ••  1,524  66 

23    Bal.cash  and  tax  receipts  in  treasury    770  04 

 $9721  28 

Due  on  F.  W.  Gold's  receipt  of  July  1879  $  30  00 

-    1880  267  97 

1881  392  73 

Cash  on  hand  79  34 

  $770  04 


The  Treasurer  holds  the  following  notes: 
Michael  Lvnch,Feb.  2,  1881      >  22  14 

Hosea  Wheeler  fc  Nathan  Wheeler,  May  I,  1880     75  00 


25  00 
25  00 

  $147  14 


Respectful  I  v  submitted, 

G.  B.  B.  DENNY,  Town  Treasurer. 

NorthnVld,  Feb.  23,  1882. 


TOWN  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


In  making  this,  my  ninth  annual  report,  I  have  to  lament  that 
my  time  has  been  so  taken  up  with  other  duties  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  me  to  make  such  a  report  as  I  should  like  to  do. 
Indeed,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one,  at  this  time,  to  do  more  than 
to  note,  in  a  general  way,  the  condition  of  schools.  The  school 
year  floes  not  clone  till  April  first,  and  many  of  the  registers  are 
not  filled  out  and  handed  in  much  before  that  time,  so  that  any- 
thing like  ail  accurate  statement  of  the  expenditures  and  average 
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attendance  cannot  be  made.  As  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
detailed  statement  of  each  school,  a  brief  review  of  the  work  of 
the  past  nine  years  may  be  of  some  value 

It  is  difficult  from  year  to  year  to  see  any  great  advance  in  the 
condition  of  our  schools.  One  year  seems  much  like  another  as 
to  attendance,  the  age  of  pupils,  and  the  wages  paid.  I  only 
note  this,  that  most  of  the  teachers  who  taught  our  schools  nine 
years  ago  are  out  of  the  business,  and  their  places  are  supplied 
by  others,  those  who  were  their  pupils.  This  only  shows  that 
our  teachers  are  nearly  all  young,  and  that  they  engage  in  the 
business  as  a  sort  of  a  make-shift  till  something  better  turns  up. 
This  is  not  as  it  should  be,  but  we  see  no  way  under  present 
conditions  of  bettering  the  matter. 

One  thing  that  I  have  noted  gives  me  pleasure — the  higher 
grade  of  scholarship  as  shown  by  the  teachers  at  examinations. 
Some  of  us  Superintendents  who  have  helped  to  frame  the  quest- 
ions for  several  years,  think  that  the  examination  papers  have 
been  made  of  a  little  higher  grade  from  year  to  year.  Yet  in 
the  examinations  of  the  past  two  years,  not  only  a  larger  percent 
have  passed,  but  the  general  average  of  standing  has  been  higher 
and  T  feel  sure  that  the  grade  of  scholarship  throughout  the 
town  is  considerably  higher  to-day  than  it  was  nine  years  ago. 

I  have  always  thought,  and  still  think,  that  most  of  our 
districts  should  have  thirty  school  weeks  in  a  year.  Most  of 
our  pupils  get  all  their  school  education  at  the  common  school,  and 
I  notice  that  they  usually  leave  at  an  early  age.  For  these  reasons 
it  is  best  to  have  all  the  school  we  can,  without  too  great  a  burden 
on  the  citizens.  I  believe,  also,  that  it  is  well,  iu  many  cases,  to 
have  two  terms  of  school  as  near  together  as  may  be.  A  week 
or  two  is  required  between  terms  for  rest.  With  short  vacations 
more  progress  can  be  made  in  the  same  number  of  school  weeks 
than  if  the  usual  time  is  allowed  to  intervene  between  the  winter 
and  summer  school. 

In  this  connection  1  think  that  section  560  of  the  revised 
statutes  is  open  to  sharp  criticism  and  should  be  repealed.  It 
says,  "Each  school  district  shall  provide  for  the  instruction  of 
the  legal  scholars  in  the  district  in  the  branches  required  by  law, 
for  ten  consecutive  weeks  between  March  1st  and  September  1st 
and  for  ten  consecutive  weeks  between  September  1st  and  March 
1st  annually."  I  trust  that  the  next  legislature  will  re- 
peal this  section  and  leave  the  arrangement  of  terms  to  the  dist- 
ricts themselves.    All  are  not  situated  alike,  and  the   best  time 
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for  school  in  one  district  may  not  be  the  best  in  another. 

We  are  all  deeply  interested  in  the  district  schools.  Our  high 
and  graded  schools  are  generally  well  looked  after.  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  the  town  system  adopted,  because  I  believe  the 
schools  would  be  better  looked  after,  a  better  class  of  teachers 
would  be  employed  and  the  expense  of  schools  throughout  the 
town  would  be  more  evenly  divided.  If  this  cannot  be  done 
let  us  make  the  district  schools,  as  they  are,  better.  If  it  is  true 
that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  state  must  re- 
ceive all  their  schooling  at  the  district  school,  ic  is  important  that 
they  be  made  as  good  as  possible. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  better  school  for  our  children, 
during  the  first  five  years  of  their  school-life,  than  a  well  regu- 
lated district  school,  taught  by  a  first-class  teacher.  There  is 
no  school  in  which  the  young  pupil  will  develop  faster.  When 
compared  with  the  graded  school,  it  has  its  advantages  as  well 
as  its  disadvantages.  I  have  noticed  that  in  a  good  district 
school  where  pupils  of  all  ages  are  at  work  that  the  littlle  ones 
learn  about  as  much  from  other  classes,  by  absorption,  and  with- 
out any  apparent  effort,  as  they  do  in  their  own  classes.  Here 
is  an  advantage  of  the  district  over  the  ordinary  graded  school. 
There  is  another,  the  individuality  of  the  pupil  is  better  devel- 
oped. But  in  order  to  make  these  things  of  any  value  good 
teachers  must  be  employed.  .  I  like  to  say  a  word  in  encour- 
agement of  the  district  schools,  but  do  wish  they  would  make 
the  most  of  their  opportunities. 

I  have  been  pleased  to  notice  some  improvement  in  a  few 
of  the  schools  houses,  and  trust  the  good  work  will  not  stop  here. 
One  word  more  about  the  school  house.  During  the  past  nine 
years,  not  one  of  the  school  houses  outside  of  the  graded  school 
district  has  been  properly  supplied  with  school  furniture.  In 
every  one  more  blackboard  room  is  needed,  and  more  wall  maps. 
Globes  should  also  be  provided.  These  may  all  be  procured 
with  little  expense.  When  so  much  can  be  gained  for  a  little 
outlay,  why  not  do  it  ?  Self  interest  should  induce  us  to  make 
the  most  of  our  opportunities.  Once  more  let  me  urge  every  per- 
son who  has  children  to  educate  to  look  into  his  school  house  and 
see  what  is  needed  to  make  the  school  better  and  more  profitable. 
And  if  it  be  found  that  there  is  any  real  want  that  can  rea- 
sonably be  supplied,  do  not  rest  till  it  is  done. 

CHARLES  DOLE,    Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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